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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Amendment 
An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Bradley Lytle on February 14, 2007. 
Amend claim 16 as follows: 

Claim 16: In line 1 after the word "A" insert the phrase "computer-readable medium 
having instructions stored thereon that when executed by a processor implements a". 

Claim 17: In line 1 after the word "The" delete the word "method" and insert the phrase 
"computer-readable medium". 

Claim 18: In line 1 after the word "The" delete the word "method" and insert the phrase 
"computer-readable medium". 

Claim 19: In line 1 after the word "The" delete the word "method" and insert the phrase 
"computer-readable medium". 

Claim 20: In line 1 after the word "The" delete the word "method" and insert the phrase 
"computer-readable medium". 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 and 3-20 are allowed. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: 

The prior art, Cosatto et al. (hereinafter "Cosatto(a)", US Patent 6 ? 654 5 0 1 8) in view of 
Kage(US Patent 6,885,761) do not teach all the limitations of claims 1 and 3-20. 

Regarding claims 1 and 8, Cosatto (a) teaches generating image information relating to a 
subject including the positions of characteristic points of the face in column 3 lines 65-67 and in 
column 4 lines 1-5. Cosatto (a) also teaches generating a second image, or animated image, of a 
face or character based on the image information in column 2 lines 3-10 and 25-29. Cosatto (a) 
also teaches acquiring the utterance or speech from a subject in column 5 lines 21-25. Cosatto 
(a) also teaches judging whether the image information satisfies a prescribed condition in column 
6 lines 6-13, where it is described that the animated image is generated based on checking the 
predecessor of each image within a frame of the captured video frame to check for clear and 
precise animation of facial features and phoneme sequences, as described in column 5 lines 65- 
67 and column 6 lines 1-4. Again, Cosatto (a) fails to teach transmission of the generated image 
to a communication terminal or device. Kage teaches transmitting the generated animated image 
to a communication terminal in column 12 lines 43-51, which is illustrated in Figures 16A-D. 
However, the prior fails to teach when said judgment means judges that said first image 
information does not satisfy prescribed conditions, said second generation means performs a 
second process for generating second image information according to the facial expression of the 
face of said subject based on said utterances, said second process being a different computer- 
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implemented process than said first process and does not use information regarding the positions 
of characteristic points of said face. Therefore claims 1 and 3-15 are allowable. 

Regarding claim 16, Cosatto(a) teaches acquiring and storing in memory information of a 
facial expression of a face of a subject in column 5 lines 26-32. Cosatto(a) also teaches acquiring 
and storing in memory information of an utterance in column 5 lines 21-25. Cosatto(a) teaches 
analyzing the information of the facial expression in column 2 lines 19-22 and of the utterance in 
column 2 lines 10-13. Cosatto(a) teaches generating character image information of a character 
image based on at least said information of the facial expression according to a first process 
when the information of the facial expression satisfies predetermined conditions in column 6 
lines 4-7, said character image being different than the face of the subject in column 5 lines 33- 
41. Kage teaches transmitting the character image information in column 12 lines 43-51. 
However, the prior fails to teach generating the character image information based at least on 
said information of an utterance using a second process that is different from the first process 
when the information of the facial expression does not satisfy predetermined conditions, said 
second process does not use information regarding the positions of characteristic points of the 
face. Therefore claims 16-20 are allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Said Broome whose telephone number is (571)272-2931. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ulka Chauhan can be reached on (571)272-7782. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

S. Broome ^ 
2/14/07 S P 
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